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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CREATING A PURCHASE ORDER FOR COMBINATION 
ITEMS, AND STORAGE MEDIA IN WHICH A PROGRAM FOR CREATING INFORMATION 
ON COMBINATION ITEMS XG RECORDED 

5 BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. FIEIiD OF THE INVENTION 

Tli© present invention relates to a system and a method for 
creating a purchase order fur uouiblnaLloii XLeuis and a storage media 
in whiah a program for creating information on combination items 

10 is recorded. The present invention relates more specifically to 
a system and a method for creating a purchase order for combination 
items siinh as a nomhl nation at flowers, a combination of dresses 
and a combination of foods, based on information concerning a 
customer, and a storage media in which a program for creating 

15 Information on combination Items is recorded. 

2. DESCRIPTION OP RELATED ART 

In recent years, many systems which meet customer's various 
needs have been provided in accordance with the improvement of 
hardware of communication terminals? such as general purpose 
20 computers and cellular phones and the spread of the Internet. 

For example , a system by which a user can place a purchase 
order for combination of flowers created by selectively combining 
single flowers of several kinds (hereinafter referred to as 
"combination flowers") via the Internet, is known. In this system, 
25 a customer connects his/her personal computer to a server computer 

via the Internet to watch the Homepage carrying information 
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concerning combination f lowers, such aa photographs, flower names, 
explanations and price of the combination flowers. When the 
customer places a purchase order for combination flowers through 
the Internet, the combination flowers will be dispatched to the 
5 predu lenulued dtss tiuallun Tram tiuss dealer tied up with the server 
of the system. 

However, the aforementioned combination flowers carried on 
the Homepage are previously created combination floworo. 
Accordingly* a customer has no choice but to select one of 
10 combination flowers among them, which is not enough to enhance the 
incentive to customer's purnha^B ordftr. 

Tills Kind Of problem resides not only in combination flowers 
but also in various combination items ( goods } , which can be created 
oy selectively combining components, such as a combination of 
15 dresses and a combination of foods. 

SUMMARY Or THE INVENTION 

Tt is an object of the prftfiant. Invention to provide a system 
fur yeiiexaLiuy a purchase order for combination items, which can 
20 increase an incentive to a customer's purchase order. 

It is another oD3ect of the present invention to provide a 
storage media in which a program for creating information on 
combination items is recorded, which can increase an incentive to 
a customer's purchase order* 
25 It is etill another object of the present invention to provide 
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a method for ordering combination items , which can increase an 
Incentive to a customer's purchase order • 

It is still yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a server system for generating a purchase order -For 
3 uumbluatluu Items, which van linjx/tsatse* an Incentive tu a cus Louie x. * & 
purchase order. 

It is still yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a method for receiving a purchase order for combination 
items, which can increase an incentive to a customer's purchase 
10 order* 

According to a first aspect of the present invention, a system 
generates a purchase order for combination items based on 
information concerning a customer. The system comprises customer 
information input means which inputs Information concerning a 

15 customer, customer information storing means which stores the 
information concerning the customer inputted Dy the customer 
information input means, components storing means which stores 
information concerning components constituting the combination 
Items, combination items inf uruiatiou creating means which creates 

20 information concerning the combination items suitable for the 
customer by selectively combining the components stored in the 
components storing means based on the information concerning the 
customer stored in the customer information storing means, and 
combination items information output means which outputs the 

2B information concerning the combination items created by the 
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combination Items information creating means. 

Tn this system, since the Information concerning combination 
items is createa by selectively combining components, a customer 
can place a purchase order for combination items meeting his/her 
5 needs, which Increases an Incentive to tne customer's purchase 
order - 

According to a second aspect of the present invention, a 
storage media in which a program for creating information on 
combination items is recorded is provided. The program executes 

10 the following means: customer information input means which inputs 
information concerning a customer, customer information storing 
means which stores the Information concerning the customer inputted 
by the customer information input means, components storing means 
which stores information concerning components of combination items. 

15 combination items information creating means which creates 
information concerning combination items suitable for the customer 
by selectively combining the components cons liluLlxxy combination 
Items stored In the component storing maane based on the information 

concerning the customer stored in the customer information storing 
20 means; and combination items information output means which outputs 

the information concerning the combination items created by the 

combination items information creating means. 

According to a third aspect of the present invention, a method 

or ordering combination items, comprises Inputting Information 
25 concerning a customer into a computer , creating information 
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concerning combination items by selectively combining components 
constltutlnq the combination items based on the information 
concerning the customer by the computer, and outputting the 
information concerning the combination items to a terminal of a 
0 dealer, whereby the dealer creates combination items bcised on the 
information concerning the combination items and provides the 
created combination items to the customer. 

According to a fourth aspect of the present invention, a 
server system for creating a purchase order of combination items, 

10 comprises customer information storing means which stores 
1 nf ormatl on nonoftrni ng a ntistomer transmitted from a customer 
system, combination items component storing means which stores 
information concerning components of the combination items, 
combination items information creating means which creates 

15 information concerning combination items by selectively combining 
components stored in the component storing means based on the 
information concerning the customer stored in the customer 
Information storing means, and information output means which 
outputs the information concerning the combination items to the 

20 customer system, wherein the server system generates a purchase 
order of the combination items according to an instruction from 
the customer system. 

According to a fifth aspect of the present invention, a method 
for ordering combination items , comprises transmitting 

25 predetermined information to a server system through a. computer 
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network from a customer system. 
In the server system: 

receiving the predetermined information, creating 
information concerning combination items by selectively combining 
5 each previously & Lux eel luf urination uuaueialiig components 
constituting the combination it erne based on the predetermined 
information, and transmitting the information concerning 
combination items to the customer system through the computer 
network , 

10 in the customer system; 

receiving the information concerning combination items, 
generating a purchase order for the combination Items, and 
transmitting the order to the server system. 

According to a sixth aspect of the present invention, a method 

15 for receiving a purchase order for combination items, comprises 
inputting information concerning a dealer into a server system 
through a computer network, and inputting predetermined information 
Into the server system through the computer network from a customer 
system; 

20 in the server system: creating information concerning 

combination items by selectively combining each previously stored 
information concerning components constituting the combination 
Items Dased on the predetermined information, and transmitting the 
information concerning the combination items to the customer system 

25 through the computer network. 
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in the cuatomer system: receiving Information concerning the 
combination items, generating a purchase order for the combination 
items; and transmitting the order to the server system, 
in the dealer systems receiving the ordftr. 
3 Other objects and the features will be apparent from LUo 

following detailed description o£ the present invention with 
reference to the attached drawings. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
10 Fig, 1 is a structural schematic diagram showing a whole 

system including a server according to an embodiment of the present 
invention ; 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing the structure of the server 
shown in rig, l; 

15 Fig- 3 is a flow ohart showing a procedure of a dealer 

registration ; 

Fig. 4 is a flow chart showing the (first half) procedure for 
ordering ttfims; 

Fig. 5 is a flow ohart showing the (second half} procedure 
20 for ordering items; 

Fig. 6 shows a main menu screen: 

Fig. 7 shows a dealer information input screen; 
Fig. 8 shows a customer information Input screen; 
Fig, 9 shows a customer information confirmation screen; 
2S Fig* 10 shows a. combination items information screen ; 
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Pig- 11 shows a component file showing the relationship 
between ^SM(KIJYOUSEI) and compositions (single flowers); and 

Fig, 12 shows a component file showing the relationship 
between the purpose of use and components (single flowers). 

s 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
A system for generating a purchase order for combination items 
according to an embodiment of th© present invention, which is 
applied to a server on the Internet, will be explained with reference 

10 to the drawings, 

in this embodiment, one or plural Kinds of single flowers and 
flower shapes constitute "component," and combination flowers 
created by selectively combining these components constitute 
"combination i Lexus or goods (hereinafter referred to as 

15 "combination items" ) . " 

in Fig- 1. Ai. A2 • • * and An denote a customer who places 
a purchase order for combination flowers, respectively, Bacn 
customer connects his/her personal computer ai , a2 ■ • - and an, which 
is regarded as a communication terminal, to a server C via tho 

20 Internet I. Bl. B2 ■ - ■ and Bn denote a dealer or a flower shop 
(hereinafter referred to as "dealer") of combination flowers, 
respectively. Each dealer also connects its personal computer bl, 
02 ■ • • and bn, which is regarded as a communication terminal* to 
the server C via the Internet I, 

25 tfach of 5 the personal computers an and bn includes a display 
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such as a CRT (Cathode-ray tube) and an LCD {liquid oryetal dieplay) , 
a keyboard, a mouse, etc. 

As shown in Pig. 2, the aforementioned server C includes a 
control portion 2. a nustomer Information storing portion 3 r a 
5 component storing portion 4 and a dealer Information storing portion 
5. 

The uusstomer information storing portion 3 stores 
information concerning each customer An (hereinafter "customer 
information") in a file format. 

10 This customer information file Includes a customer ' s address , 

name, telephone number, e-nwll address, birth date and family 
relationship and purpose for using combination items. 

As shown in Pig. 12, purposes for using combination items are 
classified into a total of 21 Items, i.e. . "PROSFEKJ.TX iN BUSINESS , " 

15 "LARGE CONTRACT , H "CREDITABLE LUCK /PROMOTION LUCK, " "LUCK WITH 
MONEY. " "STUDIES ACHIEVEMENT . w "BODY HEALTH, " "FAMILY HARMONIOUS , ° 
"FAMILY SAFETY , " "FAMILY CORRECTION," "HEALTHY RECOVERY," "WISH 
ACHIEVEMENT," "FRTF.ND5HTP LUCK," "LOVE ACHIEVEMENT, 11 "MARITAL 
HARMONY," "DESCENDANT PROSPERITY, " "ART SENSE IMPROVEMENT." 

20 "INTUITIVE POWER STRENGTHENING , " "EFFICIENCY RISE, u "LONG LIFE 
CELEBRATION," "FATHER'S DAY" and "MOTHER'S DAY." 

The aforementioned component storing portion 4 stores 
components (single flowers and flower shapes?) of enmhi nation 
flowers in a file format in the state that each component is 

25 correlated with the element constituting the customer information 
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( ^L^S (KUYOUSEI) ox* purpose of use). The aforomontionod file 
includes a file in which single flowers are listed in a state of 
being correlated with each element of ^B§M(KU*OUSEl) as shown in 
Pig. 11 and a file in which single flowers and flower shapes are 
listed in a atate o£ being correlated with each purpose of use as 
shown in Fig. 12. 

The aforementioned ABSM(KiJYOUSEi) is a classification for 
telling a person 1 © fortune which is classified into nine items to 
which a person's birthday will be allotted, i.e.. — & & M. 
< 1. WHITE. MERCURX), =1 Hk ± £ ( 2 . BLACK . SATURN ) , = £ * 5. 
(3-RTJTK.JUPTTKR), PJ t * ( 4 . GRREN . JITPTTF.R } . S M ± «• 

( 5 • YELLOW . SATURN ) , a\6 zKM ( 6 . WHITE . MERCURY } , bzfe&M { 7 . RED . VENUS ) , 
AS±1( 8. WHITE, SATURN) and jLj$tikSL ( 9 ♦ PURPLE , MARS ) 

The dealer information s torlng portion 5 stores Information 
concerning each dealer Bn (hereinafter referred to as "dealer 
information") m a file format:* This dealer information file 
includes a dealer's name, address, telephone number, FAX number, 
person-m-charge name and e-mail address- This control portion 2 
is comprised of CPUs, etc., and controls each portion, displays 
a guidance screen, transfers data, conducts various calculations, 
stores data temporarily, etc. The control portion 2 has a dealer 
information input function, a customer information input function, 
a flower combination function, a combination items information 
output function for customers, a combination items information 
output function for dealers and a settlement of accounts function. 
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The dealer Information input function is a function to display 
a dealer Information input screen as stiown in Fig. 7 on a display 
of a personal computer bn of a dealer Bn f to promote an input of 
dealer information from dealers Bn and to store the inputted dealer 

5 information in the dealer information storing portion 5« 

The customer information input function is a function to 
display a custouier information input screen a& shown in Pig - 8 on 
a display of a personal computer an of a customer An, to promote 
an input of customer information from customers An and to store 

10 the inputted customer information in the customer information 
storing portion 3 . 

Tho flovor combination function is a. function to create 
combination flowers by Ml aat.lVAly combining components (single* 
flowers and flower shapes) stored in the component storing portion 

15 4 based on the customer information stored in the customer 
information srorlnq portion 3, 

For example, in a case where the aforementioned Jl$$L M. 
(KUYOUSEI) specified by a birth date of a customer An corresponds 
LO w — M ± !L ( 2 . BLACK . SATURN) n and the purpose for using the 

9.0 combination flowers is "Luck with Money, " the flower combination 
function will create information on combination flowers as follows : 
Single flowers (Corbcra, Tulip) corresponding to H ^ db S 
( 2 . BLACK * SATURN ) * and single flowers (Patrinia scabiosaef olia. 
Marigold) and flower shape (Free shape) oaoh corresponding to tho 

25 u Lue3c with Money" will be selected from the component storing 
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portion 4, ana then the 3© selected single flowers (Gerbera, Tulip, 
Patrinia scabiosaefolia and Mariaold) are combined in accordant* 
with the selected flower shape to create information on combination 
flowers . 

3 The combination items Information output function for 

customers is a function to display a combination items (flowers) 
information screen showing the outline, explanations and price of 
the combination items (flowers) as shown in Pig. 10 on a display 
of a personal computer an of a customer An. to wait a purchase order 

10 from the customer An. 

In this information screen, the photograph 11 shows sample 
COiiiUiiiaLiuu flowers, Lhe figure 12 Illustrates a schematic shape 
of the combination flowers, and the photographs 13 , 14 and 15 show 
each single flower in section A, section B and section c in the 

15 figure 12, respectively. 

If the "ORDER" button in the information screen Is elicited 
with the mouse cursor when the customer An places a purchase order 
for the combination flowers through the information screen, the 
server C can confirm the purchase order. 

20 The combination items information output function for dealers 

is a function to display a combination items (flowers) information 
screen on a display of a personal computer bn of a dealer Bn as 
shown in Pig. .10, and to invite the dealer Bn to dispatch the 
combination flowers. 

25 The accounts settlement function ie a function to settle the 
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account e by transmitting a credit cord number of a customer's credit 
card to a credit card company (not shown J when a purchase order 
from a customer An Is confirmed. The credit card number of the 
customer's An credit card is previously stored in the customer 
5 information storing portion 3 of the server C. 

Next, the procedures for registering a dealer and those for 
placing a purchase order for combination flowers will be explained. 
(Procedures for registering a dealer) 

First • the procedure of dealer registration wi 11 be explained 
10 with reference to the flow chart shown in Fig. 3. 

Whan a dealer Bn connects its personal computer bn to the 
server c via tlie Internet I In 5 rep (Uexttluaf Ler simply referrea 
to as "S") 11, the server C causes the display of tho personal 
computer bn of the dealer Bn to display the main menu screen as 
15 shown in Fig. 6 in 812. 

In this main menu screen, a mouse ciureor MC is displayed, and 
various processing can be perfoinned by clicking a predetermined 
portion on the screen. For example, when the "Guide to Combination 
Flowers" button is clicKed with the mouse cursor MC, the guide screen 
20 of the combination flowers will be displayed. When the "Lists of 
Dealers" button is clicked, tne lists of registered dealers Bn will 
be displayed. 

Then, when a dealer T*n selects the processing of dealer 
registration by clicking the "Dealer registration" button in the 
25 main menu screen with the mouse cursor MC in S13, the server C which 



detected tho abovo selection causes the display of a personal 
computer ton to display a dealar Information input screen as shown 
in Fig. 7 in S14. 

Then, after the dealer Bn inputs its "address," namo, " 
" telephone juumbtsL , *" TAX number, * "e-mail address," and 
■ person - in- charge name" in tho dealer information input screen r 
respectively, the dealer Bn clicks the "SEND" button with the mouse 
cursor MC to transmit the dealer information to the server C in 
S15. 

After this operation, in order to prevent a double 
registrations? of the dealer, the server C searches the dealer in 
the dealer Information storing portion 5 to Judge whether or not 
the dealer Bn has been already registered in S16. 

If it is judged that the registration causes a duplicate 
registration (Yes in S17) , the server C causes the display of the 
personal computer bn of the dealftr Rn to display a warning screen 
ouch as duplication registration is being performed," and 
thereafter causes the display of the personal computer bn of the 
dealer Bn to display a dealer information input screen again so 
as to invite the dealer Bn to re-input dealer Information (S14). 

on the other hand. It it is Judged that the registration will 
not cause a duplicate registration CNo in S17), the server C uauses 
the display Of the personal computer bn of the dealer Bn to display 
the screen "Completion of Registration. ■ Thereafter, the inputted 
dealer information is stored in tho dealer formation storing portion 
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5 as a dealer information file (£19), 

Thus, since a dealer Bn can perforin a dealer registration 
easily through the Internet CD from the personal computer tin 
thereof, the business network of the dealer ton can be easily 
5 expanded . 

(Procedures for placing a purchase order for combination flowers) 
Next, the procedures for placing a purchase order for 
combination flowers will be explained with reference to the flow 
chart shown in Figs. 4 and 5* 

10 Whon a ouctomcr An connects his/her personal computer an to 

the server C via the internet I (S21). the server c causes the 
personal computer an of the customer An to display the main menu 
screen as shown in Fig- 6 (S22). 

When the customer An ueleclB the processing of combination 

15 flowers by clicking the "Order of Combination Flowers" button with 
the mouse cursor MC, the server C which detected the above selection 
of the processing causes the display of the personal computer an 
of the customer An to display the customer information input screen 

as shown in Fig. 8 (324), 

20 Tn this customer Information Input screen, th« customer An 

inputs* his/her "Address/ "Nome." "Telephone number," "E-mail 
address," "Birth date," "Family relationship" and "Purpose for 
using the combination flowers . " Thereafter, the customer An 
transmits the customer information to the server C by clicking the 

25 "SEND" button with the mouses cursor MC (S25)- 
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The customer 1 s "Address," "Name, 11 "Telephone number," 
"E-mail Aaaress/ "Birth Dare" and "Family Relationship" are 
Inputted by the customer An via the keyboard. The "Purpose for using 
the combination flowers" is inputted by clicking one of the listed 
5 purposes (in this embodiment, 21 purposes are available) Willi the 
mouse cursor MC. 

After the af uxexuen tloned processing, the server c causes ttie 
display of the personal computer an of the customer An to display 
the customer information confirmation screen as shown in Kig* 9 

10 to urge the confirmation by the customer An (626). 

If the customer information includes input mistakes (Yes in 
S27), the server C causes the display of the personal computer an 
of t.hft customer An to display the customer Information input screen 
again iu accordance with the predetermined operation by the customer 

15 An (S24). On the other hand, if the customer information Includes 
no input mistake (No in S27), the server C causes the display of 
me personal computer an of the customer An to display a screen 
such as "Input completed" in accordance with the predetermined 
operation hy the customer An (326). 

20 Thereafter, the server C stores the inputted customer 

information into the customer information storing portion 3 as a 
customer information file (S29). 

Then, the server c creates information on combination flowers 
by selectively combining the components (single flowers and flower 

25 shapes) picked up from the component storing portion 4, based on 
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the customer information stored in the customer information storing 
portion 3 (S30). 

For example, in a case where Lhe aforementioned ?L IS M 
(KUYOUSJ3I) specified by a birth date of a customer An corresponds 
to " ± S ( 2 • black . saturn ) " ana rue purpose for using tne 
combination flowers is "Luck with Money/ the control portion 2 
will create information on combination flowers as follows : Single 
flowers (Gerbera, Tulip) corresponding to the * — r& ± fi 
C 2 . BLACK • SATURN ) ■ and single flowers (Patrinla scabiosaefolla. 
Marigold) and flower shape (Free shape) each corresponding to the 
"Luck with Money 11 will be selected from the component storing 
portion 4, and then these seleuled single flowers (Gerbera, Tulip, 
Patrinia scabiosaef olia and Marigold) are combined in accordance 
with the selected flower shape to create information on combination 
flowers . 

Then, the server C causes the display of the personal computer 
an of the customer An to display combination items (flowers) 
information screen including outlines, explanations and price of 
combination flowers as shown in Pig- 10, to urge a purchase order 
decision from the customer An (S31). 

When the customer An places a purchase order for the 
combination flowers after confirming the combination items 
(flowers) information, a purfihasA nrdAr signal w.1 1 X be transmitted 
to the server C by clicking the "ORDER" button on the combination 
items (flowers) information screen with the mouse cursor MC (632) . 



Then, tho server C will confirm tho order (633). 

in this way. the server C confirmed the order causes the 
display of the personal computer bn of the predetermined dealer 
Bn to display the combination items (flowftrs) information screen 
5 shown in Fig. 10 (334), and to transmit the credit number or the 
customer An to a credit card corporation to settle the accounts 
(S35) • 

Thereafter, tho dealer Bn actually creates the combination 
flowers based on the combination items (flowers) information screen 
10 (336), and then dispatches the created combination flowers to the 
customer An (S37). 

With this system, since combination flowers will be created 
by selectively combining compositions which constitute combination 
flowers {i.e., single flowers and flower shape) based on the 
15 customer information , the customer An can place a purabaco order 
for appropriate combination flowers, which enhances the customer's 
incentive to a purchase order. 

in this embodiment , although a customer An inputs information 
concerning the customer An via his/hex- personal computer an, a 
20 customer An may convey such information to a dealer Bn in words 
or by a written document, and then the dealer Bn may Input the 
customer information into the dealer's personal computer bn. 

Fur thermore , in the af orementi.on<*cl embodiment, although the 
inputted customer information includes the customer ' s address , name. 
25 telephone number, e-mail address, birth date, family relationship 
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and the purpose of using the combination flowers f there may be more 
or less elements than the aforementioned elements, provided that 
the Information includes at least one of aforementioned elements, 
FurthermorA, in the aforementioned embodiment r although a 
5 personal computer id used as a uouuituiilcaLluu terminal , another 
communication terminal connectable with computer networks, euoh 
as a celluldx- phone and a personal handyphone (FHS), may also he 
used. 

Furthermor e , in the aforementioned emoodlment, although the 
10 combination items (flowers) information screen as shown in Fig. 
10 is displayed on a customer's personal computer an. such 
combination items (flowers) inf urination screen may not be 
di spl ayad. 

Furthermore, in the aforementioned embodiment, although the 
15 aforementioned combination items ( flowers ) information screen 
includes a sample photograph of combination flowers, a schematic 
drawing of the flower shape, a photograph of a single flower 
corresponding to the schematic drawing of the flower shape and the 
price, another information may aXso be displayed. For example, 
20 another information may be the contents of the combination f lowers 
and the explanation concerning the place where the combination 
flowers is to be displayed. 

Furthermore , in t.h*% afnrftmentioned embodiment, although the 
purpose for using the combination flowers can be selected from 21 
25 purposes as shown in Fig* 12, another purposes may be added. For 



19 



example, the purpose for using the combination flowers may Include 
"Birthday Present . a "Birth Celebration , • "Baby Shower . " 
"Housewarming Present , ° "Celebration party and other Commemoration 
formula," "exhibitions such as Fiano exhibition, ■ "Present to 
5 Sweetheart , n and "Marriage Ceremony." 

Furthermore, each purpose of use shown in Fig. 12 may include 
uiure specific purposes. Fox example, "1. PROSPERITY IN BUSINESS" 
may include more specifically defined purposes classified by 
occupation. "9. family CORRECTION" may include more specifically 
10 defined purposes concerning the displaying places , ancl "10, 
HEALTHY RECOVERY" may include more specifically defined purposes 
classified by illness. 

Furthermore, the relationship between ^ffSIMKUYOUSEI ) and 
single flowers and the relationship between the purpose of use and 
15 single flowers /shapes may be set up based on a predetermined rule, 
respectively, or may be set up arbitrarily. 

The aforementioned predetermined rule includes a statistical 
rule based on JH7jC^(Feng Shui Theory) handed down from ancient times 
in the East Asia. 

20 Furthermore, in the aforementioned embodiment, although the 

dealer registration is performed through the Internet I from the 
personal computer bn of the dealer Bn, the dealer registration may 
be performed by off-line processing. In detail, a dealer Bn may 
notify the dealer information to a system operator (Guardian of 

25 a Server C) by off-line such as a mail, and the system operator 
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may operate the terminal computer to perform the dealer 
registration . 

Furthermore, in the aforementioned embodiment , although 
customers An, dealers Bn and the server C are connected via the 
5 Internet I, they may bo oonnootod via a computer network, such aa 
a telephone-line network, an ISDN line nfttworic ana a private line 
network • 

Furthermore, in the aforementioned embodiment, although 
flowers ore used as the components of uuiubluation items, another 

10 items which are capable of being selectively combined can also be 
used as components of combination items. 

Fur-thexnioiro # in the aforomontioncd embodiment, although the 
items combination apparatus is applied to a server f! r and connected 
with customers An and dealers Bn via the Internet, the items 

15 nomhl nation apparatus may be located at a dealer Bn. In this case, 
the customer Information input function causes input: operation of 
customer information directly from a Keyboard and/or a mouse 
connected to the items combination apparatus, the items information 
output function causes the display connected to the items 

20 combination apparatus to directly display the items information 
of combination flowers. In this ays tern* a customer An conveys the 
customer information to a dealer Bn in words or by a written document , 
and then the dealer Bn inputs the customer information into the 
items combination apparatus using a keyboard and/or a mouse. 

25 Then, the Items combination apparatus performs a flower 
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combination by selectively combining components (single flowers 
ana flower shapes) based on the inputted customer information. 
Thereafter , the apparatus causes the display to display the items 
Information screen of combination flowers. 
5 Fuartherroore, although an items combination apparatus 

including a server C usually performs items combination by the items 
combination program stored in the apparatus, the combination may 
be performed by programs stored in another storage media* The 
program executes the following means: customer information input 

10 means which inputs information concerning a customer; customer 
information storing means which stores the information concerning 
the customer inputted by the customer information input means; items 
constituting element storing means which stores information 
concerning combination Items constituting elements; combination 

15 items information creating means whiah creates information 
concerning combination items suitable for the customer by 
selectively combining the combination items constituting elements 
stored in the items constituting element storing means based on 
the Inf Oi. ma l ion uouueming the customer stored in the customer 

20 information storing means ; and combination items information output 
means which outputs the information concerning the combination 
items created by the combination items information creating means . 

This application claims priority to Japanese Patent 
Application No. 2000-166567 filed on June 2, 2000, the disclosure 

25 of which ie incorporated by reference in its entirety • 
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The terms and descriptions ±n th±s specification are used only 
for explanatory purposes and the present invention is not limited 
to these terms and descriptions. It should be appreciated that 
there are many modifications and substitutions without departing 
from the spirit and the coops of tho procont invention which is 
defined fcy the appended claims. 
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